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A survey of benthic gastropods of
South-West Svalbard coastal waters

ABSTRACT: Benthic gastropods (45 taxa) inhabiting 11 coastal areas of South-West
Svalbard are listed. The dominant species are indicated; frequency of occurrence of various
gastropods in different areas is discussed.
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Introduction

The Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard is located between 74 and 81°N
and between 10 and 35°E. The surface circulation in the region is substan-
tially affected by the Warm West-Spitsbergen Current and the cold S¢rkapp
Current. Due to their bottom topography, nature of their coastline and
hydrography, the south-west coasts of Svalbard are regarded as a region
having the most complex environmental conditions in the whole Barents
Sea basin. The Svalbard hydrography was treated by many authors (e.g. Lee
1952, Tantsura 1959, Swerpel 1985). ’

In addition to amphipods (Westawski 1983, unpubl.), potychaetes (Gromisz,
unpubl)) and bivalves (Rézycki 1987a, unpubl.), gastropods are the most
important counstituents of coastal benthic communities of Svalbard.

Data on the gastropod fauna of the region were collected in the past
during numerous expeditions and reported by Mborch (1869), Fricle (1879),
Krause (1892), Knipovich (1901), Hagg (1905) and Odhner (1915). More
recent data are lacking except for those in Gulliksen, Holte and Jakola
(1985) who discussed 7 gastropod species against the background of the

soft bottoom fauna of Raudfjorden and Van Mijenfjorden. Moreover, papers
on skerry benthic communities (R6zycki and Gruszczynski 1981), Laminaria-





























